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MEDIA RELEASE
For Immediate Release

Bakwena Ba Mogopa Celebrate the National Science Week: 04—07 August

2025
Bethanie, Bojanala Platinum District, North West Province — 30 June 2025

Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community Development Foundation (CDF) is proud to announce its celebration
of the Second Annual National Science Week taking place from 04-07 August 2025 at Lerothodi
Secondary School, Bethanie Village.

This initiative forms part of the national programme led by the South African Agency for Science and
Technology Advancement (SAASTA), an agency of the Department of Science, Technology and
Innovation (DSTI). It aims to bring Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Innovation
(STEMI) closer to communities and to inspire young learners to pursue careers in these fields.

Currently, our local schools are experiencing a troubling decline in the number of learners pursuing
Maths and Science—an average drop of 13% between Grades 10 and 11, and a significant 38% drop
between Grades 11 and 12. CDF, in collaboration with educators, tertiary institutions, and industry
experts, has developed an engaging and practical four-day programme to address this urgent challenge.
Our local schools are also challenged with the lack of ICT tools and even more dire is the lack of
adequately resourced Science Laboratories.

Programme Highlights Include:

Introduction to Coding, Robotics & Avrtificial Intelligence

Basic ICT Skills

Interactive sessions in Natural Science and Mathematics

Science exhibitions featuring solar technologies and critical minerals mined in the community
A Masterclass on one of South Africa’s critical minerals (mined in the community), aimed at
increasing awareness about their societal and economic impact, as well as their role in the
national Critical Minerals Strategy

These activities not only support the school curriculum but also show learners and the broader
community how science and innovation relate to real-world challenges and opportunities in their
communities.

In his address at the Inaugural Presidential Science, Technology and Innovation Plenary on 12
December 2023, President Cyril Ramaphosa underlined the importance of initiatives such as this one,



stating: “Science, technology and innovation are essential for economies to thrive and for societies
to prosper.”

We call on all members of the public, parents, educators, and community leaders to support this vital
effort to ignite curiosity and excellence in STEMI among our youth.
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