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Doek on Fleek...Bakwena Ba Mogopa Women Celebrate their Day

09 August 2023 saw women of the Bakwena Ba Mogopa
celebrating theirWoman's day at the Bakwena Ba Mogopa
Tribal Hall in Bethanie; the paramount village of Bagopa.
The event was well attended by women from various
villages of Bakwena Ba Mogopa; including Modikwe,
Barseba, Makolokwe, Maumong, Bethanie, Jericho,
Kgabalatsane and Hebron. Women, young and old came
looking their best with a signature of doeks dawning their
heads and were well entertained by the local Brass Band;
Raps Brass Band, courtesy of Mr. Rapula Legodi.

The young vibrant Ms. Mannini “Mimi” Podile kicked-off
the event as the programme director of the day by
welcoming all attendees and handed over to Ms.
Seanokeng Ngwenya, the Uniting Reform Church (SA)
representative to bless the event and motivate the
attendees. In herspeech, Ms.Ngwenya equated women to
David in the bible who volunteered to face the biggest,
strongest, and scariest man (Goliath) by faith, courage, and
self-confidence.

She encouraged women to take up spaces in the world to
achieve their goals saying “It may look difficult and
intimidating, but do not doubtyourabilities and through it
all have faith”

As women reflected on the significance of the 09th
August 1956, in day to day lives; speaker after speaker
emulated the message of Ms. Ngweya as they gave an
account of acts of bravery in various facets of their lives
and also steered women to the broader conversation
around the role of women in developing their
communities, especially rural community, such as ours,
which is not often spoken about. A vast array of topics
around development were discussed; from health,
education, safety & security, technology, and women
empowerment,to name a few.

In the year that the International Woman's Day (08 March)
theme is DigitALL: Innovation and technology for gender
equality, it was interesting to hear the first speaker of the
day, Sister Tshegofatso Lebethe demonstrate the role
technology plays in a small business, especially in a rural
community. Sister Lebethe is a well-respected retired
nurse, a member of the Bakwena Ba Mogopa Nursing
Forum, and currently a business woman. The overarching
message of her speech was succinct and she titled it;
“Empowerment is a broad subject”, covering technology
and healthissues.

“Alone we can do so little, Together we can do much...”



She also highlighted the next-generation technology
area that will become a buzzamongst the youth ~ coding;
in the near future as it is currently gaining momentum.
Sister Lebethe urged the young women to engage the ICT
space with gusto and interest. She concluded her speech
by providing tips on eating healthy for longevity and
reducing risks of common ailments amongst women and
men like; cancer, blood pressure, and diabetes; advising
that “ultimately choosing to eat correct foods reduces
one's propensity tocommoniilinesses!!!””

Ms. Gapuni Mahuma, a renowned retired school
principal's message was around the importance of
women uplifting and supporting one another in their
business initiatives, especially in rural communities where
challenges are enormous; from accessing markets,
financing business initiatives to operating a successful
and sustainable business. Ms. Mahuma noted that the lack
of support amongst women in the community is an age-
old problem that needs to be eradicated; stating that for
this community to grow and develop economically, it is
time that women make an effort to do away with the “pull
herdown syndrome.”She reminded the women about the
structures that were set-up in the late 80s where various
committees were formed specifically to uplift and
develop Bokwena.

Ms. Mahuma went on to say that these committees
included the likes of social, business, development and
education but never got off the ground. She further
advised that overthe years, Bagopa have always had great
ideas for socio-economic development but lacked
implementation; this despite Bakwena Ba Mogopa land
situated in the minerals rich location. Ms. Mahuma
concluded her speech by urging women to actively
support one another saying; “let us empowerand support
one another as we move forward together, to help
develop Bakwena Ba Mogopa communities’...

Interestingly the South African government declared this
year's theme for Woman's day (09 August 2023) as:
“Accelerating the socio-economic opportunities for
women’.
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“It's easier to meet opportunities
whilst volunteering, especially for
young women in rural
communities where opportunities
are hard to come by.”

The retired Major General Eunice Makgwane followed
with the message about the importance of self-
development as women navigate the spaces that are
historically an enclave for men in their careers. She shared
a story of her personal journey as she climbed the ranks in
her illustrious career within the South African Police
Services; challenges and rewards of hard work and
dedication. She noted that throughout the years she hung
onto the belief that women are born with a natural instinct
of caring and protecting others. This belief, she
contended;propelled herto serve and put the people first.

Surely Bakwena Ba Mogopa women should be able to
draw from this natural gift as they move forward in the
guest to assist Bokwena to grow and develop into a strong,
successful community, and become an envy of the
nation...

As the Bakwena women remembered the brave act of the
20,000 women led by Ms. Lillian Ngoyi, Ms. Rahima Moosa,
and Ms. Sophie Williams-de Bruyn on this day; 09 August
1956, it was fitting to have a young woman politician, to
address women; young and old in attendance. Ms. Poppy
Lebethe, the Rustenburg Local Municipality (RLM) PR
Councillor, gave a personal account of her humble
beginnings which started as a volunteer within the
community safety cluster; Community Policing Forum
(CPF) at the Bethanie Police Station. Ms. Lebethe rose
through the ranks to her current position as the PR
Councillor. She emphasised the importance of
volunteering as she encouraged young women to
consider volunteering in the quest for a breakthrough in
advancing their careers.She closed by saying “It's easierto
meet opportunities whilst volunteering, especially for
young women in rural communities where opportunities
are hard tocome by.”

The moral of the story is that women of today are riding on
the achievements of the brave stalwarts of 1956 and can
only emulate those that went ahead of them and more so
do better to advance the course for rural women in the
society where patriarchyis entrenched.

“Alone we can do so little, Together we can do much...”



Ms. Pamela Segakweng

There is no limit
to what we, as women,
can accomplish....

Michelle Obama

The keynote address was delivered by Ms. Pamela
Segakweng, the Chairperson of the Bakwena Ba Mogopa
Community Development Foundation (BBM-CDF). Ms.
Segakweng' s key message was that women in rural
communities must take responsibility for the socio-
economic development of their communities and make
theirvoices heard, in the same manner that the women of
1956 took action for their plight to be attended to. She
however cautioned that in raising their voices, women
must make sure that they have a sound plan for how to
move forward in advocating for an effective plan for rural
development saying; “in doing so, let us remember to
maintain our dignity, discipline and class, lest we be
known as the chatteringignoramus”.

Organsisers of the event applauded for the excellent work done.

Other Significant ﬁ

August 2023 Events

25 August 2023:

CASE NO: UM584/2020-APPEAL CASE HEARING

In the matter between

GLENCORE OPERATIONS SA (PTY) LTD (1st Applicant)

Letlhogonolo Obed Segadikwane Tshikane (2nd Applicant)

AND

Master of the High Court, North West Mahikeng (1st Respondent)
Rebone Eugene Morebodi (2nd Respondent)

Patrick Motsamai Mogotsi (3rd Respondent)

Motlalepule Christine Mathibedi (4th Respondent)

Machake Lucas Mosane (5th Respondent)

Daniel Makena (6th Respondent)

Nicky Joseph Lebethe (7th Respondent)

Kgosi Tebogo Reneilwe Motheo Mamogale (8th Respondent)

Jim Matsho N.O (9th Respondent)

28 August 2023:

CASE NO: UM584/2020-JUDGEMENT DELIVERED

Judgement by the Acting Judge President of the High Court North West
Division, Mahikeng (J.T. Djaje):

Leave to appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeal is granted.

So what is the issue at hand?

13 May 2022: Glencore Operations SA (PTY) LTD approached the courts
to declare the 2nd - 7th Respondents not fit to act as the trustees for
the Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community Trust (IT 33/2009); amid various
historical challenges and impasses regarding this issue. Bakwena Ba
Mogopa Community Trust (IT 33/2009) was registered on the 4th
August 2009 on behalf of Bakwena Ba Mogopa; with the aim to develop
the Bakwena Ba Mogopa communities.

30 September 2022: The Judge of the High Court North West Division,
Mahikeng (JT. Djaje), at the time ruled in favour of the 2nd - 7th
Respondents and instructed Glencore Operations SA (PTY) LTD to
provide the trustees with the relevant documentation for the Trust; to
enable the trustees to conduct the business of the Trust; amongst the
many; the Pooling and Sharing Vehicle (PSV) agreement/contract.

Glencore Operations SA (PTY) LTD, then sought to appeal this
judgement.

The basis for the argument presented by Glencore Operations SA (PTY)

LTD is centred around the following facts:

The judgement made on 30 September 2022 by the Judge of the High

Court North West Division, Mahikeng (JT. Djaje);

< Removes the need for a widely represented board of Trustees

« Itis devoid of the recognition and importance of representation of
Independent Trustees on the Board of the Trust

«  The current Trust Deed for the Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community
Trust (IT 33/2009) provides for a representation of a Legal person
and an Accountant at the very least
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This community bulletin is shared by: Bakwena Ba Mogopa
Community Development Foundation (BBM-CDF). BBM-CDF
is a non-profit organisation founded by a group of
professionals with diverse skills and expertise. The aim of the
foundation is to call on all professionals within the Bakwena-
Ba-Mogopa (BBM) communities; to come together and
contribute their skills and expertise in assisting in the
development of BBM communities.

For more information

https:/bakwenacdf.org.za

Contact Person

Mr. Thapelo Pule

Secretary-General: Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community
Development Foundation (BBM-CDF)

Cell: 071324 7786/073 562 8815

E-mail: thapelo@bakwenacdf.org.za

Web: www.bakwenacdf.org.za
https:/www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088475342336
https:/www.linkedin.com/company/bakwena-ba-mogopa-
community-development-foundation/
https:/wa.me/+27735628815

- J

“Alone we can do so little, Together we can do much...”



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

