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“Alone we can do so little; together we can do much”...

Let us leave talking. The Time For Talking is Past. We Must Act Now!

There is no doubt that these honourable 
men had the development of the 
Bakwena Ba Mogopa at heart. Despite 
the difficult political times of African 
people in South Africa at the time, these 
brave men had a vision and hope that 
this nation would and could be a great 
success. Indeed they must be 
recognised as the ultimate optimists.

A Wind of change is sweeping 
across Bokwena... 

There is a wind of change across the 
nation of Bakwena Ba Mogopa. Most 
recently Bagopa have risen to address 
issues of safety and security. This is 
testament to the winds of development 
sweeping across the proud Bagopa 
nation and one has got to marvel at such 
developments. Across communities, 
Community Watch groups are formed 
to deal with opportunistic criminality. 
Every household contributes a yearly 
subscription, which mainly goes to 
funding safety and security tools. 

These words were uttered by the secre-
tary of the Bakwena Ba Mogopa Tribal 
Council Mr. J.P. Sepeng on the 9th 
October 1967, in a letter to his 
colleagues. Fifty-six (56) years later, we 
have to ask ourselves as Bakwena Ba 
Mogopa serious questions: How far 
have we come? What have we 
achieved? Was this strategic vision 
relevant at the time? What is its 
relevance today? Have we lost our 
forefathers’ aspirations?                             ?

Bethanie in the Transvaal-1864-1940-Captured by Heinrich Bammann

Bakwena Ba Mogopa Headmen at the Tribal Office in Bethanie
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We recently spoke to one of the coordinators of Moseja 
section in Bethanie; Ms. Itumeleng Tshikane, who 
informed us that the community needed to deal with 
opportunistic criminality as it was increasing daily. Ms. 
Tshikane said “the residents of Bethanie could no 
longer sit and watch opportunistic crimes increasing 
in our villages daily; and so we had to form these 
Community Watch Groups to alleviate this challenge 
and, take responsibility for our own safety. ” Ms. 
Tshikane went on to say, “we are already seeing a 
decline in criminal actions across Bokwena, but we 
seriously need more support from our law 
enforcement agencies and funding agencies to 
amplify our programme and ensure safety and 
security is maintained for our people”. Community 
Watch Groups have been lauded by community 
members as one of the greatest initiatives to come by to 
date, saying that it has brought some relief. Indeed, 
Bagopa are taking charge of their own safety and more 
so their own development. 

Many other structures across Bagopa communities have 
emerged, as communities are determining their own 
trajectory. Such initiatives must be applauded and 
supported. More people must also be encouraged and 
motivated to take responsibility for their own 
development. Indeed, Bagopa can draw valuable lessons 
from the strategic vision of the 1967 Tribal Council. 
Perhaps what is even more critical in today’s world for 
Bagopa to reflect upon and execute include the 
following;       
Youth development:  encouraging and supporting 
education for the youth and providing for social 
amenities to support their growth and development.
Administration: a sound and proficient administration, 
combined with a deep understanding of the legal 
instruments governing community development to 
fast-track overall development of Bagopa communities.
Entrepreneurship: encouraging entrepreneurship 
amongst community members and self-sustenance, in 
farming and non-farming initiatives.                           .

There is no other way of understanding this vision except 
to go back to basics and unpack it; and in some form 
attempt to emulate these great men’s work. Bagopa are 
very fortunate that they can still find this strategic 
document from the archives to dispel the myth that 
African History is never documented. Now that we have 
it, we must look into it and perhaps review and or 
attempt to at least implement some of its directives. 
Ms. Pamela Segakweng (BBM-CDF Chairperson) 
indicated that this strategic document talks directly to 
the Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community Development 
Foundation (BBM-CDF) vision and that it must be taken 
into consideration in assisting Bagopa to develop.  Whilst 
we can agree that at the time; the mix of potential 
economy did not have minerals at the time, a lot of 

activities mentioned are still very relevant. Ms. 
Segakweng said “Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community 
Development Foundation is pleased to have sight of 
this strategic vision document, as in many ways 
captures BBM-CDF vision. We just need to update it 
with an element of mineral resources impact within 
our community.”  She went on to say,

Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community Development 
Foundation encourages all community members to send 
through positive stories of development activities done 
by our own Bakwena Ba Mogopa community member. If 
you have stories, archives, or photos from your parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents, and aged relatives; 
relating to the development of the Bakwena Ba Mogopa, 
please forward them to thapelo@bakwenacdf.org.za.  
We would like to feature more historical and 
inspirational stories that will assist in building our 
communities. More importantly; we would like to honour 
those that started this community development journey 
before us.

Where there is no honour to the elderly, there is no 
hope for the young... Pope Francis

A Dream Deferred...                                       ?

In our newsletter of June 2023, BBM-CDF gave 
Bakwena-Ba-Mogopa feedback of the intervention 
meeting convened by the Department of Mineral 
Resources and Energy (North West) on the 09 June 2023; 
between Glencore (Rhovan) and BBM-CDF with our 
Paramount Chief  Reneilwe Tebogo Motheo Mamogale 
and some members of the Royal Kraal of 
Bakwena-Ba-Mogopa in attendance. At the time, the 
resounding consensus which was duly communicated in 
the newsletter was simply; “Glencore must go back and 
conduct 4th SLP (2023-2027) consultations with the 
Bakwena Ba Mogopa community”.             .    

BBM-CDF then sought to encourage Bakwena Ba 
Mogopa Community to prepare for an anticipated 
consultation, with the message; “Bakwena Ba Mogopa 
Community Development Foundation is grateful for 
the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy 
(North West) intervention and urges all Bakwena Ba 
Mogopa communities and structures to prepare for a 
meaningful participation soon”. 

we honour these visionaries of 
our community and we are 
indeed privileged to attempt to 
walk their path; let us take the 
baton and implement.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do much”...

Ms. Itumeleng Tshikane.

Bakwena Ba Mogopa Community Meeting in Bethanie
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Since then, BBM-CDF has been at pains length and 
diligently following up on the actioning of the public 
participation for the fourth generation of Social Labour 
Plan (SLP 4) of 2023-2027. Like everyone else including 
government and businesses, it is common nature to 
count on achievements of the year and also failures in 
order to rectify any in the following year. Therefore, as 
the year 2023 draws to a close questions remain for the 
Bakwena Ba Mogopa community; How have we faired in 
terms of development? How have our lives become 
better in 2023? What can we show that talks to how our 
lives have improved? Or should this be a time for 
Bakwena Ba Mogopa to reflect on the clarion call made 
by JP Sepeng in 1967; “Let us leave talking. The time for 
talking is past. We must now act”...                             .

So what is the latest communication from our 
stakeholders? Glencore (Rhovan) emphatically states 
they have already conducted a meaningful public 
participation with the Bakwena Ba Mogopa community 
in 2022 and will not be drawn into doing it again. Despite 
the deliberations of the meeting of 09 June 2023; where 
the consensus was reached that Glencore must go back 
and conduct a meaningful public participation before 
Kgosikgolo Mamogale can sign-off the necessary and 
regulatory compliance documentation; in their response 
in July 2023, Glencore (Rhovan) emphatically stated; 
“Glencore is still of the opinion that we did consult 
meaningfully with all interested and affected parties 
in respect of the new SLP.”

The Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (North 
West Province) advises that consultation for SLP of 
2023-2027 should continue; and that delayed 
implementation can easily be remedied by a catch-up 
plan, as they state in their response of the 09 October 
2023; “The Social and Labour Plan (2023 – 2027) is still 
being consulted and is not yet approved by the DMRE. 
The only implication will be that if consultation took 
long, this is going to delay the implementation of the 
Social and Labour Plan but cannot affect compliance 
with the Licence if catchup plan is in place”.

So as the year 2023 draws to the end with no visible 
implementation of any developmental programmes for 
the community, perhaps it is safe to ask the question; Is 
the dream deferred? and maybe conclude by saying 
wasted time, wasted year... and hope for better outcome 
in 2024. One thing we can all be sure of is that no one; 
will ever be able to regain this lost time; from 
Government, Glencore to the community of Bakwena Ba 
Mogopa.

Lost time is never found again... Benjamin Franklin                                      

Batswana celebrate Dithubaruba           .                                        

Dithubaruba Cultural Festival is held on the first 
Saturday of September annually in Botswana. This year 
(2023), was no exception as Batswana gathered in 
Molepolole in Botswana on the 2nd September. The 
festival plays a crucial role in commemorating and 
fostering the cultural legacy of the Bakwena Tribe; with a 
specific focus on the culture of the Bakwena community 
of Molepolole. It is a tribute to the extraordinary heritage 
of the late leader of the Bakwena Tribe, Kgosi Sechele I, 
whose leadership during the 1800s left an indelible mark 
on the tribe's history.                                        .

Kgosi Sechele I is renowned for his role in defending 
Batswana against the Boers of Transvaal during the 
battle of Dimawe in 1852. His protective mantle extended 
to numerous tribes, including Bangwaketse, Bakgatla 
bagaMmanaana, Bakaa, and Bakwena. Dithubaruba is a 
region situated in the Dithejwane Hills, to the west of 
Molepolole in Botswana. It served as the capital of the 
Bakwena tribe from approximately 1853 to 1863, after 
which the Bakwena relocated to Ntsweng in Molepolole. 
According to historical accounts, Dithubaruba holds 
significance as the place where Kgosi Sechele I and his 
people sought refuge following the battle of Dimawe 
more than a century ago.                                 . 

Dithubaruba represents not only a cultural festival but  it 
is also a vital cultural heritage site for the Bakwena and 
other Batswana tribes. It is often referred to as the 
"birthplace of modern-day Botswana" due to its 
historical importance in the shaping of the nation.              
.Bakwena Ba Mogopa honoured this significant event on 
the day, and were duly treated and entertained by a 
dynamic mosaic of cultural activities, which included 
amongst the many; traditional songs and dances, poetry, 
contemporary music, dramatic performances, authentic 
cuisine, and traditional games.                                   . 

A standout feature of the event was the Phathisi dance, 
which falls under the "Setapa" category, attracting 
participants of all genders and ages. During this spirited 
dance, women engage in singing, clapping, and 
ululating, while men complement the rhythm with their 
whistles. Participants adorn themselves in traditional 
attire and accessorized with rattles known as "Matlhoa." 
Dithubaruba also proudly showcased the involvement of 
renowned performance groups and well-known artists, 
including Culture Spears, MmaAusi, Bana ba kwena, 
among many others, enriching the festival's cultural 
tapestry.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do much”...

Bakwena Ba Mogopa represented at the Dithubaruba celebrations in Botswana

Bakwena Ba Mogopa celebrating Dithubaruba in Botswana
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Since its establishment in 2007, this festival has served as 
a pivotal platform for paying tribute to the Batswana 
customs, offering a recreational retreat for the local 
populace and most importantly as a contributor to the 
socio-economic development of the local community 
through cultural tourism. The festival offers 
opportunities for both locals and visitors to deeply 
immerse themselves in the rich heritage of the Bakwena 
tribe and simultaneously fostering economic growth and 
cultural exchange in the region.

Indeed as the Bakwena Ba Mogopa community, perhaps
it’s time we take a leaf out of Botswana citizens’ book
and come up with similar, if not more interesting and
culturally meaningful initiatives in fast-tracking socio-
economic development in our own communities. The 
secretary of the Bakwena Ba Mogopa Tribal Council of 
1967; Mr. J.P. Sepeng left us with the thought provoking 
message “Mogopa is the most fertile place in the
Tswana Homelands, unfortunately, her youths
have not helped her to develop educationally,
agriculturally, socially and politically”.

Whilst we prioritise development of our communities, let
us remember to adopt, champion, and foster the
imperative of documenting and imparting the
significance of understanding our roots, family heritage,
the essence of our familial bonds, and the wisdom
embedded in our traditions. And in doing so, we
empower and enlighten our youth, equipping them with
the invaluable knowledge of their origins, the intricate
tapestry of their family trees, the sacredness of 'sereto sa
losika,' and the wisdom encapsulated in 'kgotla, kgoro or
'kutle' – thereby nurturing a deep appreciation for our
rich cultural heritage. By recognising the economic value
in our traditions and instilling a sense of pride and
understanding in our youth, we not only preserve our
cultural legacy but also pave the way for a more
prosperous future of our community.                 .

Ours is a history that has been banished to being only
oral; as we have left it to those that have sought to
re-write it for us for far too long...                                 .

This colourful gathering showcased the rich cultural 
heritage of the region and the traditional Batswana 
dancers promoting their indigenous art forms. The event 
served as a platform for these artists to convey their 
deep-rooted traditions, captivating the audience with 
their mesmerizing performances.

Various local chiefs honoured this cultural event. Their
presence underscored the event's significance in 
promoting cultural exchange and fostering a sense of 
community pride. The broader business community also
rallied behind this cultural celebration. The synergy 
between cultural preservation and economic develop-
ment was vividly demonstrated.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do much”...

Batswana Cultural Dancers celebrating Dithubaruba

Bakwena Ba Mogopa celebrated heritage day on the
23rd September 2023 at the Bethanie Sports ground. The
event was widely publicised, carried by the likes of; SABC
radio stations, social media, etc. The event garnered
enthusiastic participation from the vibrant community of
traditional dancers hailing from the picturesque district
of Ganzhi in Western Botswana. 

Other Significant
Sept/Oct 2023 Events

This Community News Bulletin is shared by BBM-CDF; a 
non-profit organisation founded by a group of professionals 
with diverse skills and expertise. We call on all professionals 
within the Bakwena-Ba-Mogopa (BBM) communities; to join 
us in facilitating development of BBM communities. This 
newsletter is currently self-funded and we are appealing for 
funding support to ensure that Bagopa continue to receive 
relevant and up to date news about their own development. 
Kindly use the following banking details:

For more information
Contact Person
Mr. Thapelo Pule
Secretary-General:  BBM-CDF
Cell: 071 324 7786/073 562 8815 
E-mail: thapelo@bakwenacdf.org.za
Web:  www.bakwenacdf.org.za
https:/www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088475342336
https:/www.linkedin.com/company/bakwena-ba-mogopa-com-
munity-development-foundation/
https:/wa.me/+27735628815

Account Name                Bakwena Ba ogopa
                Community Development

Type Account                Cheque/Current

Account Number                63025241679
Universal Branch Code                250655

Bank Name                               First National Bank (FNB)
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“Alone we can do so little; together we can do much”...

Remembering our Fallen
Community Leaders

As we mourn the recent loss 
of two community leaders; 
Mr. Themba Jacobus Lero-
thodi Mamogale and Mr. 
Matshidiso George-David 
Segale within a short space 
of time between them, our 
deepest condolences go to 

their respective families. 
Mr. Mamogale was the 
Chairperson of the Tribal 
Authority (Lekgotla) and 
Mr. Segale, the acting 
Headman (Kgosana) of the 
Baphiring clan.

Mr. Themba Jacobus 
Lerothodi Mamogale

Mr. Matshidiso
George-David Segale

May Your Soul Rest In 
Peace

Mogopa

May Your Soul Rest In 
Peace

Mophiring


